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   September 1, 2010
Dear Parents,

I hope you were able to attend our Move-In Night on Monday – it was an amazing event.  Parents and students visiting, the excitement of a new year, new friends, and new teachers really created a buzz.  The BBQ and potluck dinner was very well attended – many thanks to the members of the SRB Foundation Board who cooked the hotdogs and cared for the serving tables.  I believe the atmosphere and excitement are signs of a fantastic year.  As you read on, you will find a vast amount of information that will help you get your year off to a great start.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me in person by phone (575-5557 or 949-5358), or by e-mail (sjmms-gpleger@charter.net).

FAMILY PERMISSION FORM: This form was sent to each family in the summer mailing. Many thanks to those families who returned their completed form to the Marquette office.  If you have not done so already, please complete this from and return it to one of the school offices by Friday, September 3rd.  We need this form for school records, emergency medical treatment for your child,    who has permission to pick up your children, and information for the family directory. 
If you need another form please contact Vicki Balmer (575-5557) or vbalmer@sjmms.org
PARENT/STUDENT HANDBOOK:  Enclosed is a copy of your Parent/Student Handbook, please read through the information, sign the signature page and return to school on or before September 10th.
NEW STAFF FOR 2009:  I would like to welcome the new staff to our school community:

PreKinder teacher:  
Ms. Angela Rowland
        5th Grade teacher:
          Miss Jamie Bales
PreKinder parapro:
Mrs. Sara Esqueda
        Elementary Music teacher:         Miss Ambria Brantner
4th Grade teacher:
Miss Amy Dollowitch
        Evening custodian:
           Mr. Tim Hede

Musical greetings Parents and Students: Fall is here and music is in the air! I am excited to start sharing music and creativity with you! This year we will be exploring and working together to discover pitch, rhythm, improvisation, instruments and movement in a safe, respectful and responsible environment.  This class will provide a basic musical knowledge that can advance to band, orchestra, and voice. Together we will expand our knowledge of music and have fun while doing it! If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me at abrantner@sjmms.org  Now, let’s hop, skip, jump and sing our way into music this fall!  
Ambria Brantner – Elementary Music Teacher

FALL MAGAZINE SALE:   This Parent Board fundraiser is a way for you to support our school by ordering or renewing subscriptions at discounted rates. Look for your Postcard booklet in today’s Wednesday folder. Each student who turns in a filled in booklet will receive a Postman DUCK and the chance to win One of the lucky ducks. At the kick off assembly the students will receive their informational packets and a list of incentive for each subscription they turn in. 
We are asking that each family turn in 3-5 renewals or new orders to help reach our goal. Have your student bring their completed order forms and money to the gym during our turn in days September 7th 9th 14th or 16th. If you are interested in helping and getting hours done early please contact: Sheila Berman (Event Chair) 509-930-4636 Cell, 509-577-4698 Home.  Orders may also be placed online by going to www.gaschoolstore.com   ONLINE STORE ID: 1459882  
TAILGATE PARTY:  La Salle High School is hosting a tailgate party (BBQ with a family potluck) on Friday, September 3rd for the families of St. Joe’s, St. Paul’s and La Salle as a pre-function to La Salle’s home football game against De Sales.  La Salle will provide the hamburgers/hotdogs along with the condiments, plates, napkins, and forks.  Families are asked to bring a potluck item based on the first letter of their last name and their own beverages.  Please see the enclosed flyer for details
EALRY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

TAILGATE PARTY – Friday, September 3rd:  
        La Salle is requesting a few parent volunteers to join La Salle parent to help with set up, 
        trash removal, and clean-up.  Below are the times.  If you are interested in volunteering, 
        please contact me as soon as possible – 575-5557 or sjmms-gpleger@charter.net.


4 volunteers to keep the Potluck food tables organized


4:45 to 6:30

2 volunteers to empty trash containers during the BBQ


5:00 to 6:30


6 volunteers to help with clean up (put tables away and empty trash)

6:15 to 7:00ish

2 volunteers to haul our BBQ (very heavy) to Marquette Stadium & Back 
4:00 &  7:00

SALMON DINNER & AUCTION:  We are looking for parent volunteers and co-chairs for this event.  Additionally, the Procurement Committee is actively seeking items for the silent and oral auction – if you would like to make a donation; whether a trip, condo use, special dinner or event, beauty items, tickets to a sporting event, fishing trip, wine, or, or, or (the possibilities are endless) please contact Anissa Gargus (anissagargus@charter.net).  Parent volunteers looking to help with set-up, dinner management, auction set-up, etc. look for sign up sheets in the Wednesday Letter towards the end of September.
CAR RAFFLE VOLUNTEERS:  Our event chairs for the car raffle are looking for a few dedicated parents to help with the following event jobs:  securing locations for the car to be at for parents to sell tickets (top foods, Rosauers, Wal-Mart, Red Apple, etc), helping transport the car and trailer to the selling locations (morning and evening), etc.  Please contact Jackie Ray (961-3510) or Amie Richardson (amie@callatg.com)if you are interested in volunteering.   
SPECIFIC JOB:  Stuffing Raffle Packets –September 15th at 5:30 p.m. in the Marquette cafeteria
POUR MONITORS – Saturday, October 2nd:
Allied Arts of Yakima is seeking parent volunteers to be Pour Monitors for the Fresh Hop Ale Festival.  There are two nice incentives for our school:  $6 per parent hour will be donated back to our school with funds going to support our Fine Arts programs (art, music, strings, band, and drama) and the exposure of our school in the community.  Additionally, parents will receive parent hours for their time.  Please review the enclosed flyer for all the details.  If you would like to volunteer, please complete the bottom portion of the flyer and return to the St. Joseph or Mother Joseph Center office September 10th.  
Volunteers will be assigned to shifts on a first come basis.
SCHOOL RECYCLING RECYCLER:  I am looking for one or two volunteers to manage the recycle bins located in each classroom and office.  By manage I mean, collecting the recycling from the bins every other week and taking the paper to the recycling station.  Time: 1 to 2 hours each time you recycle.  Please contact Mr. Pleger if you are interested in taking on this project – sjmms-gpleger@charter.net 
CAR RAFFLE:  EARLY TICKET SELLING OPPORTUNITIES

 Packwood – Saturday, September 4th through Monday the 6th.  If you are interested in selling  

            tickets in Packwood please call Kevin Quesnell at 969-7108 by 5:00 on September 2nd. 

       Shifts are generally 4 to 6 hours long or longer if you can.
 Naches – Friday, September 10th, 11th, & 12th for their Sportsman Days.  If you would like to sell 

      tickets at this event please contact Sarah Feusner at 952-7771 by Tuesday the 7th
 Salsa Festival - Saturday, September 18th at Performance Park, Yakima  (East “A” and N. 2nd Street)  
       – three shifts (11 to 2; 2 to 5; & 5 to 8) Call Kevin Quesnell at 969-7108 if interested.
LV BUS PARENTS:  We are beginning the year two drivers, Antonio Ceja (961-5040) will drive in the morning and Jim Wikstrom (307-5936) will drive the afternoon route.  
WEDNESDAY LETTER VIA E-MAIL:  If you are interested in receiving the Wednesday Letter and enclosures via e-mail and you haven’t sent me your address, please do so and I will add you to the group mailing list.  My e-mail address is sjmms-gpleger@charter.net.  

PIANO LESSONS AT SCHOOL: If you are interested in having your child(ren) take piano lessons at school, please contact Mr. Pleger.  A few details:  We kicked off this program last spring as a trial run; it was very successful, therefore we would like to offer it again to our families.  The instructor’s name is Rachel Bonner.  Lessons are 30 minutes long and are scheduled during the school day (at a time that is least intrusive to your child’s education schedule).  Currently lessons are scheduled on Wednesday or Thursday.  The cost: $65 per student per month plus lesson books (or $120 for two students plus books).  For more information please contact Mr. Pleger or Rachel at musicisfun4u@gmail.com.
AFTER-SCHOOL CARE:  The After-School Care program provides supervision for students in grades Pre-K to 5 from 3:00 to 6:15 p.m. and early release days 11:25 a.m. to 6:15 p.m.  Please note there is a $25 registration fee and daily use fees that apply for the program – new registration forms must be completed yearly.  Please contact Vicki Balmer (575-5557) for further information or to register.

BONNIE CABBAGE PROGRAM:  Any 4th grade student who grew a cabbage plant as a part

Of the 3rd grade Bonnie Cabbage Program is invited to enter their $1,000 scholarship contest by  

Bringing a photo of you with your cabbage to Mrs. Hamilton or Ms. McKinney by September 8th.  

Please include    the date the cabbage was planted, date harvested and the weight of the cabbage.

DENNIS UNIFORM COMPANY:  If you are interested in purchasing new uniform shirts, pants, shorts, or jumpers for elementary students you may visit their website at www.dennisuniform.com. Once in their site, click on the on-line shopping link at the bottom of the page then enter our school’s code WA0485 to proceed with your order.  Please note that you are not required to purchase your children’s uniforms from Dennis, but it is the only place to purchase the jumpers.
PRAYERS FOR MEMBERS OF OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY:

· For Mr. Trammell’s wife, as she fights the effects of cancer.
· For David (8V) and Jonathan (6O) and the Thompson family as they mourn the recent death of their great-grandmother, Hazel Russell.
· For Michael (2H) and Caitlin (KB) Strand’s grandfather as he fights serious medical issues.
· For Samantha Ehlis’ (8V) grandma and grandpa, as they both are fighting late stages of cancer.

IMPORTANT DATES


Friday, September 3rd 
Prayer Service at 8:30 a.m.



Magazine Sale kick-off assembly at 2:00 p.m.

Monday the 6th

NO SCHOOL - Labor Day 

Friday the 10th

Mass of the Holy Spirit – 8:40 a.m.

Monday the 13th
Free Dress day (1st school Monday of the month)

Thursday the 16th
INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL PICTURES – free dress for all students
Blessings,
St. Joseph-Marquette Catholic School’s














